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Thank You Veterans and First Responders



Dangers 
in

Traffic Pattern Flying



Question for tonight.

•In the traffic pattern, where are you 
most likely to have an inadvertent stall?



Most common response is…

•While turning base to final

•On Final Approach

•On Downwind

•During Take-off and Departure



Where do most 
Pattern stalls occur?

NOT base to final

~10% of stalls

~90% of stalls 
occur here

Pattern Stalls: Base To Final Is NOT The Most Dangerous!

Statistics Reveal: It's Takeoff And Climb



Stall Statistics 

Total 45% of stall 
accidents occur 
during Takeoff/climb 
and Go-around



Statistics clearly show take-off and go-around is the 
most lethal phase of flight in the traffic pattern.

WHY?

When the nose is high and the power is creating lots of yaw, 
stalls/accidents are most likely to occur.

BECAUSE



➢ Airplanes trimmed for final approach speed, have an elevator trim setting 

that is more nose-high than the takeoff trim setting. 

Adding power causes an upward pitch movement.

➢ At the beginning of a go-around, many airplanes will pitch up into a high 

angle of attack. 

Pilots who do not practice go-arounds may not be prepared for the control
inputs necessary to avoid a stall.

➢ We need to practice power-on stall in the landing and takeoff 

configurations to get comfortable in identifying and recovering from these 
situations.

➢ Full power stalls during takeoff or a go-around, are often flown with some 
flaps and with (in retractable gear airplanes) gear extended. 
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