
MAY 2019 Safety Brief 



“BRIEFING THE IFR APPROACH..” 

 NOT REQUIRED BY REGULATION 

 BUT… 

 IT IS THE BUSIEST TIME OF THE FLIGHT 

 PLANNING AHEAD MAKES FLYING EASIER 

 SAFETY - INSYNC WITH YOUR SAFETY PILOT 

 AIRPORT CAN HAVE MULTIPLE APPROACHES 

 REDUCES RISK OF FLYING WRONG APPROACH 

An approach briefing sets expectations for the pilot 
and/or crew which keeps the aircrew ahead of the 
aircraft 



WHEN TO START 
 - PREFLIGHT PLANNING- REVIEW APPROACH 

PLATES BEFORE DEPARTING 

 - GET WEATHER/ATIS 

 - WHEN ATC TELLS YOU WHICH APPROACH TO  
EXPECT, PULL UP APPROACH PLATE 

 - SET UP RADIOS/FREQUENCIES/MINIMUMS 

 - START APPROACH BRIEF 

 - GIVE YOURSELF ENOUGH TIME, Best before TOD 

 





6 SECTIONS OF AN 
APPROACH PLATE 



MARGINAL 
DATA 

-Top, Bottom, and Side 
-Approach Name and Airport Name 
-Current date of Approach Plate 
-City/State, Lat-Long 



PILOT 
BRIEFING 
SECTION 
- Approach Frequency/Course/Runway 

Length and Elevations 
- T/O Minimums/Alternate Requirements 
- Approach Lighting 
- Missed Apch Information in Text Format 
- Frequencies in the Order of Use 



 

PLAN VIEW 
- Top down Look at the Approach 
- Approach Course 
- Procedure turns, If Any 
- Nav Aids 
- Missed Approach Course 
- Minimum Safe Altitudes 
- Obstacle Data 
- General View of where you should be    

Along Apch Course 
 
 



PROFILE 
VIEW 
- Sideways look at the Apch you are Flying 
- Altitude Information 
- Descent information 
- Fix Information 
- Step Down Altitudes 
- Missed Apch Point 
- Missed Apch Icons for Quick Reference 
- Distance you must Remain In when 

flying Apch 
- Glide Slope Angle 

 



LANDING 
MINIMUMS 
SECTION 

-Minimums for Category of Aircraft 
-Minimums for type of Approach 



AIRPORT 
DIAGRAM 

-Elevation 
-Touch Down Zone Elevation 
-Runway Lighting 
-Diagram of Airport 
-Time for Non-Precision Apch 
 



Let’s Brief the Approach 
to San Marcos Regional 
Airport – ILS RWY 13 



Sample Approach 
Brief  
Arriving via SAN ANTONIO 047 degree radial 

• Ready: 
• San Macos Regional ILS Runway 13 
• Chart current until 25 April 2019 

 
• Loc Frequency 108.7 
• Inbound course 126 degrees 
• Rwy Length 5601, TDZE 593 
• Notes not applicable to us – ADF Required 
• MALSR Apch Lighting 
• MAP: Climb to 2000 then climbing left turn to 3,200 feet 

Direct Garys NDB, Frequency 272, and hold  
 

• Arriving via SAN ANTONIO 047 degree radial, procedure 
turn to Outbound Heading  306 degrees 

• MSA 3100 feet 
• 3200 to established inbound 
• Inbound Course – 126 Degrees 
• Glide Slope intercept 2700 feet 

 
• GARYS LOM Freq 272 - set 
• Localizer Freq 108.7 - set 

 
• Straight in Rwy 13 Minimums 793 with ½ mile visibility 
• MAP straight ahead till 2000, then left turn direct GARY 

LOM, HOLD Left Turns 
 

• Any Questions? 



Brandon and Josh Fly the ILS 13 
Approach at San Marcos 





WINGS SEMINARS 

WWW.FAASAFETY.GOV 

May 30th, Thursday, 7pm Leesburg Airport:  

  Leesburg Tower Manager, and Forum 



Thanks for  
watching 
 
 
                              Fly safe 


